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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) FHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Bethlehem M. E. Church or 01d Brick Church is located on the east side of
Koopers heck Road, two miles north of the bridge from Taylor's Island to the mainland.
The brick structure sits very clese to the road with the entrance gable Tacing
west. Across the road is a very subsiantial cemetery cating {rom the middle of
the 16th century. i

The majn faczde (west cable end) of the church has a central entrance flanked
by two windows with pilasters at the corners and a pediment over all. FEach leaf of
the couble doors has two octagonal panels at the top and two at the bottom with two
long octagonal pzrels in the center. Above the doors are Two stationary elcncated
octzgonal panels set back from the architrzve, which is a rether simple Tacing with
a very heavy cornice supported by brackets; below this cornice is a row of dentils.
The two windows have 9/9 sash end cornices similar to that over the door. At the
corners are brick pilasters with wooden capitals. Between these capitals and the
pediment is a frieze with dentil molding. In the center of the pediment 1s a sione
placue reading: Bethlehem Methodist-Episcopal Church 1857,

t the apex of the rcof in the front portion of the chapel is & scuare base
with a wide, overhanging cornice supporting an octacconal belfry. Above this 1s an
octaconal dome with a spire superimposed, wmazking it look Tike an inverted i1ce cream

— -~

1e. The spire is covered with copper, with a star et 1ts apex.

" The church is three bays ceep, with three windows on each side with 3/3 sash
and louvered shutters. Above each window is a recessed, senicircular arch. On each
side of the building is a stepped brick cornice painted vhite to match the wood
cornice across the 7ront.

The front of the chapel is built of very smooth bricks laid in all stretcher
bond with a very narrow mortar joint, while the rest of the building 1is constructed
of common brick with a rether wide mortar Joint in comparison to ihe front brickwork.

+ *he rear of the buiiding, s in most small Methodist chapels along the tastern
Shore, there is a small projection along the center of the gable. This is lighted
by a 4/4 sash window on each side of the projection; there is no window in the back.

The interior is composed of an entrance nall with balcony above it and a
large meeting rcom. The hall stretches across the front (west) end of the church &nd
tac a stair to the balcony in the northwest corner. Iwo double doors in the partition
uncer the balcony lead to the meeting room. This partition is probably not original,
but secms very eariy. |
The meeting room retains the original pews divided by two aisles. There is &
Lerocene stove in the center of éach side bank of pews. The projection described
=bove from the exterior is just behind the altar. Some Yictorian furniture re&nains
in the church, in particular several benches behind the altar. The original organ, nCw
—~lectrified, sits 1in the southeast corner. A period kerosene fixture of five lamps
0..&[195 from the center of the ceiling; one kerosene lamp is attached to each of the
o currounds on the east and center windows (the east ones have been electrified.)

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET £1.
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(DESCRIPTION, continued)

tarly 20th century electric lights are also hung from the ceiling.

The balcony is supported by a single central column. There are recessed
plestered arches acove the large windows in both side walls.
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STATEMENT OF SIGRIFICANCE

SIGNIFICANCE - o - | | - ' -
Architecturally, Bethlehem Church is the best example of a mid-19th century Metho-

dist chzpel in Dorchester County. - It is also the only one to be built of brick and
retzins its original interior, down to the kerosene lamps and chandelier. The buiicing
is a simple, well constructed structure typical of the mid-19th century in form &nd
detail. - T - ST s - e ey S

" This site haes been used by the Methodists since the 18th century and is the Tirst
site connected with this denominatjon in Dorchester County. The fact that Eethlehem
was one of the Methodist churches to split from the main church during the schism cver
slavery reflects the ceneral conservatism of the Eastern Shore at that time, as well

zs the telief in the plentation system in this particular area of the Shore.

HISTORY

The Tirst chepel built on this site was donated by Foses and Elizebeth LeCompte.
The cdeed granting the land and chepel to the trustees o7 the church is dated Sepieroer
15, 1787, raking it the oldest on record for Methodist Episcopal Church land 1n
Dorchesier County. The trustees at that time were Benjemin Keenes, dJr., William
Czozhagan, Thomas Hooper, John Ashcom Travers, Peter Harrincton, John Aaron, John
Ceocehan, John Robson, and Isaac Creighton. The deed reads that they are the "Trustees
appointed to take the care and maragement of the Chapel lately built on Taylors for the
use of the Ministers belonging to the Fethodist Episcopal Church.” (hNH 9/411.)

The chepel was built on a half-acre of the tract Fatricks Progress. The trustees
were "to care for the chapel and at all times admit these appointed by yearly

conference of Meihodists in America to preach and expound God's word and for no other
purpose.”

hccording to E. C. Hallman's book, The Garden of Methodism, Bethlehem Methodist
Episcopal Church was the first church built by the Methodists in Dorchester. The
congregation orcanized in 1781 in Thomas Wollen's home and had their Tirst chapel by
1787. This early building was sold when the present brick structure was built in 1857.

The new church was "improved" in 1863 fTor $S00.

In 1860 the Methodist Episcopal Church divided over the slavery issue. The
Peninsula Conference of the Church divided, and pari went with the Baltimere Conference
and part with the Virginia Conference. Sixteen charges on the Eastern Shore joined tht
Methodist Episcopal Church South and Bethlekem was one of them.
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VeRBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Eeginning at & point on the east side of Hoopers Neck Road 1.8 miles north from the
Marylend Route 16 bridoe to the mainland and about 200 feet north of a side road, then
moying east approximately 200 feet then north approximately 300 feet, then west
approximately 400 feet, crossing Hoopers Neck Road, then south approximately 300 feet,
then east approximately 200 feet, crossing Hoopers NKeck Road to the point of beginning,

containing 2.4 acres. (This acrea?e includes the church on the east side of the rcad
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ESCRIBE THE PRESENT 24D QRIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The church is a brick structure, its facade is composed
of central entrance, the doors have two octagonal panels
at the top of each leaf and two long octagonal panels 1in
the center of each leaf. Above the doors are again two
other elongated octagonal panels, this is set back from the
architrave which is composed of a rather simple facing but
above the door itself is a very heavy cornice supported by
brackets. Between the brackets is a line of dentils. Flank-
ing the entrance are two windows with 9/9 sash and with cor-
nices similar to the door. At the corner of the building
are brick pilasters with wooden capitals. Between the cap-
itals and the pediment is a frieze with dentil molding.
In the center of the pediment is a stone plaque bearing the
following inscription: Bethlehem Methodist-Episcopal Church

1857

At the apex of the roof in the front portion of the
chapel is a square base with a wide overhanging cornice
supporting an octagonal bellfry which has for its spire
an octagonal dome with a spire superimposed so that it looks
like-an inverted ice cream cone. It is covered with copper
and at -the-apex of the spire is a star. The building 1is
three bays deep, with three windows on each side having 9/9
sash and louvered shutters. The arch above the window 1is
a simicircular arch, but the arch is filled in with brick.
On each side there is a cornice of brick painted white to
match the cornice of the front portion. The cornice along
the sides is stepped brick only. |

The front of the chapel is built of very smooth bricks
laid in all stretcher bond with a very.narrow.mortar joint
but the rest of the building is constructed of common brick
with a rather wide mortar Jjoint in comparison to the front
brick work. At the rear of the building, like most small
Methodist chapels along the Eastern Shore, there is a small
projection along the center of the gable which is lighted
by a 4/4 sash window on each side of the projection. There
is no window in the back.

The interior, as seen from outside, looks as though
it is composed of an entrance hall which has a stair leading
up to the balcony in the north west corner of the facade.
The facade is facing west. There is a partition under the
balcony. On the other side is a large meeting room. It
has a period hanging kerosene fixture probably from the 1880's
hanging from the center of the ceiling. It also has some
modern electric lights in the ceiling. The original pews
seem to be in place. They are open pews and they are in
four tiers, that is, there are twoaislzs. The partition
between the entrance and meeting room is probably not or-

iginal but seems very early.
Across the road from the church is a very substantial

grave yard with early markers from the middle of the 19th
century to the present.
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MARKER:

Bethlehem Methodist-Episcopal Church

built in 1787 - rebuilt in 1857

The original chapel was built on this site which was
donated by Moses and Elizabeth LeCompte. The" deed dated
September 15, 1787 is the oldest one on record for -
Methodlst-Eplscopal church land in Dorchester County.
Both Bishop Francis Asbury and Reverend Freeborn
Garrettson preached here. (The marker was placed by the
Maryland Historical -Society.)

Architecturally, Bethlehem Church is the best
example of a mid-19th century Methodist chapel in Dor-
- chester County and.the only one to be built of brick.
‘The church is also important because it is one of the

earliest locations for the establishment of Methodism
on the Eastern Shore.
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FF'PRDKIMATE ACREAGE DF NDMINATED PRDPERTY:

i

?Acreage Justification:

| 2.4 acres
District 4, Tax Map 58, p. 91

FNAME AND TITL E:

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant
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